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““The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


€ovent Garden Cheatre. 

Last night, The Merchant of Venice afforded Mr. Kean an oppor- 
tunity of bearing away the feelings of his audience, as Shylock.—He 
went through the part of the implacable Jew with all the energy and 
spirit of his earliest efforts. When he loses his daughter—in the sub- 
sequent interview with Z’udal—and in the terrible trial-scene, he acted 
with tremendous power ; at times the plaudits of his audience swelled 
into acclamations ; Macklin himself could not have been finer. Mr. 
Kean’s efforts were admirably seconded by those of Mr. C. Kemble, as 
Bassanio, who was dignified, polished, and impassioned :—he looked 
exceedingly splendid in a new dress, which is, we should think, an im- 
portation ; it has all the richness and elegance of Freneh costume.— 
Miss Jarman, as Portia, succeeded best in the trial-scene ; she begaa 
the speech on Mercy well, but soon proved that she had not powers 
equal to the grandeur of the language: she spoke it in a Jevel tone, in- 
stead of rising gradually into enthusiasm as she proceeded.—When 
she resumed her female dress, her moan and her affectation were most 
disagreeable. Miss Goward was charming as .Verissa,—both in the 
dress of her own sex, and ix that of the Italian boy, which she looked 
very well. Farley and Meadows were very amusing, as Gratiano and 
Launcelot. Evans and Egerton performed well, as the Duke and An- 
tonio. Miss Henry looked a pretty Jessica; but the description of 
the lovers is so delightful, that they should have more impassioned 
representatives than this lady and Mr. Duruset. 

Der Freischutz was substituted for Carron Side, Miss Byfeld being 
unwell. Hisses from all parts of the house called forth Mr. Warde 
with an apology, which did not satisfy those, who came prepared 
for greater novelty. We think the lady might have sent an earlier 
notice ; she will find similar disappointments very prejudicial to her 


success, 











Drurp Lane Cheatre. 

Tue first appearance, at this ‘'heatre, of Mr. W. Farren, did not 
prove attractive enough to assemble a numerous audience, the house 
being very thin until after half-price. Mr. Farren’s Sir Peter Teazle 
is too well known to require observation ; he played it last night in his 
best manner, notwithstanding which, the Comedy went off rather flatly, 
and is certainly not cast so perfectly at this house, as at Covent Gar- 
den. Mr. Cooper’s Joseph Surface, does not at all rank above medi- 
ocrity ; and Mr. Jones’s Charles, was not so happy as mest of this 
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gentleman’s representations usually are; it was a clever imitation of 
the bouyant careless gaiety of Charles, but it wanted real hilarity ; it 
looked like acting good spirits. Mr. Liston played Crabtree, for the 
first time ; he of course made as much as possible of the character, 
but it afforded little opportunity for the display of his peculiar talents. 
Mr. Harley cannot play Comedy ; with him every thing is Farce ; his 
Sir Benjamin Backbite was a complete burlesque of the character.— 
Mr. W. Bennett had more to say in Sir Oliver than usual, and we lave 
hardly yet got the monotonous croak of his very agreeable voice out of 
our ears. 


Miss E. Tree’s Lady Teaztle is highly, very highly, respectable, 
but not more. Mrs. Davison’s Mrs. Candour was, perhaps, with the 
exception of Farren’s Sir Peter, the best character in the comedy .— 
The new Divertissement followed, and The Critic coucluded.—Mr. 
Farren’s Sir Fretful was exceedingly clever, and the rest of the per- 
formers seemed to revel in the latitude allowed them for broad farce. 


Surrey.—This evening, a new Farce, called Right at Last, with 
Dissipation in Humble Life, and The Heart of Mid Lothian. 


To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 


Dear Mr. Epitorn—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
trude—but will you excuse me—I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of the 
Grand Lounges abouttown. Now, may I beg the favor—pardon the liberty— 
never liked to be troublesome-—but would you be so kind, from time to time— 
just for the information of my friends—as to allow your most useful Periodical 
to become the channel for announcing to them where I may be met with on the 
several days of the week. 

Monday—lI shal! be found seated at the Diorama, in the Regent’s Park, 
anxiously admiring the two new Views, the charming Village of Unterseen, 
and the Cloisters of St.Wandrille—quite bewitching! About two, I pop in to 
see Mr. Burford’s Marine Panorama of the Battle of Navarino, Strand—aw- 
fully grand—tle din of war and conflagration is truly alarming—Britons bul- 
wark—love our navy. On my return, I view his Exhibitions of Rio Janeiro, 
the City of St. Sebastian, Genoa, &c. Leicester Square. 

On Tuesday, I wander through the various Departments of that popular and 
attractive Lounge, the Royal Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street, and view The British 
Diorama, The Descent from the Cross, and the French Child, with the singulal 
inscription of ‘ Napoleon, Empereur,’ in its eyes. 

Or Friday, I shall look in on Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at his Fancy 
Glass-working Fxhibition—an ingenious pretty Workshop. Afterwards, I 
drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester Square, 

On Saturday, after dinner, Mrs. Pry amuses me with neighbouring tattle, 
while we sip charming Port or Sherry, had from the cheap London and West- 
minster Wine and Spirit Company, Strand. 

Most Evenings I tear myself away from the society of my charming spouse, 
to indulge in the most delicious Cigars and Coffee in London, at that select and 
convenient Lounge for Theatre-goers, and Gentlemen of leisure, the Cigar 
Divan, King Street, Covent Garden.—but Lintrude, beg pardon. 

Your’s, PAUL PRY. 








Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Strand 
All Communications must be post paid.—Printing in General. 
(= The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of Subscribers at 2s; 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, (5th time) a new Historical Tragedy, called 


RIENZI. 


CR ink Hives iveeecives Mr YOUNG, 
Stephen Colonna, Mr YOUNGE, 

Angelo Colonna, Mr COOPER, Ursini, Mr MUDE, 
Sevelli, Mr AITKEN, Cafarello, Mr LEE, 
Frangipani, Mr BLAND, Alberti, Mr THOMPSON. 
Paolo, Mr YARNOLD, Camillo, Mr C. JONES, 
Citizens, Messrs. Webster, Salter, Honner, East, &c. 
Berta, Mrs GEESIN, 


Lady Colonna....«....... Mrs FAUCIT, 
Attendants, Miss PINCOTT and Mrs WEBSTER, 
a eeerrr ire Miss PHILLIPS. 


After which, the Opera of The 


Marriage of Figaro. 


Count Almaviva, Mr JONES, 
Fiorello, Mr BLAND, Antonio, Mr BROWNE, 
Figaro, Mr HARLEY, 
Basil, Mr PURDAY, Sebastian, Mr SHERIFF, 
Cherubino, (the Page) Miss LOVE, 
In which she will sing ‘ Oh no, we never mention her.’ 
Countess Almaviva, Mrs BEDFORD, 
Barbarina, Mrs WILLMOTT, Marcelina, MissGould 


Susanna, Miss RUSSELL. 
{4 Pupil of Mr. Lanza—her 2nd appearance on any Stage) 








To-morrow, The Poor Gentleman, Comfortable Lodgings, &c. 








Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 
This Evening, the Comedy of 


Charles the Second. 


King Charles, Mr ©. KEMBLE, 
Lord Rochester........-... .»+++.Mr WRENCH, 
Captain Copp, Mr FAWCETT, 
Edward, (the King’s Page) Mr DURUSET, 
Lady Clara, Mrs J. HUGHES, 
Mary... .. (Copp’s Niece)...... Miss GOWARD. 


After which, (first time at this Theatre,) the Operatic Romanee of 


The Bottle-Imp! 


Albert... .(a German Traveller)....Mr WOOD, 
Willibald, (his Servant) Mr KEELEY, 
Nicola.....- (a Spaniard)...... Mr J. VINING, 
Waldeck, Mr EVANS, Conrade, Mr HORREBOW, 
Jomelli, Mr MEARS, Officer, Mr FULLER, 
Shadrac, Mr TURNOUR, Serjeant, Mr NORRIS, 
Montorio, Mr J. COOPER, 

Inquisitor, Mr IRWIN, Chamberlain, Mr HEATH. 
The Bottle Imp, Mr O. SMITH. 
Marcelia, Miss CAWSE, Lucretia, Mrs WESTON, 
Philippa, (her Attendant) Miss H. CAWSE. 
After whéch, the Grand Serious Ballet of Action, called 


Raymond and Agnes 
Or, The Bleeding Nun. 


With New Scenes, Dresses, and Decorations. 

The Scenery painted by Messrs. Grieve, T. Grieve, W. Grieve, &c. 
Don Raymond, Mr J. VINING, Don Felix, Mr COOPER, 
Count of Lindenbergh, Mr HORREBOW, Theodore, Mr F. SUTTON, 
Baptist, (a Robber) Mr O. SMITH, 

Robert and Jaques, Messrs. J. 8. GRIMALDI & T. BLANCHARD, 
Claude, Mr TURNOUR, Father Anselm, Mr AUSTIN, 
Master of Hotel, Mr MATTHEWS, Old Steward, Mr SUTTON, 
Countess ef Lindenbergh, Mrs VEDY, Agnes, Miss J. SCOTT, 
Annette, Miss EGAN, Abbess of St. Clair, Mrs WILSON, 
Cicely, Miss VIALS, Spectre of the Bleeding Nun, MissROUNTREE, 
Marguerette, Mrs VINING, Her Child, Miss MARSHALL. 


To-morrow, The Point of Honour, Animal Magnetism, and The 
Bottle-Imp. 











